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JUDICIAL SYSTEM SENTIMENT

Methodology

This survey was conducted online within the U.S. by The Harris Poll from March 31st to April 2nd, 2023,
among a nationally representative sample of 2,002 U.S. adults.




JUDICIAL SYSTEM SENTIMENT

Nearly 8 in 10 agree, courts don’t provide equal justice to all — and are most
biased against those with prior offenses and undocumented immigrants

Do you think court proceedings involving would be biased in any way?
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Q: Thinking about how the following would be treated in a judicial court hearing (e.g., state, Supreme Court, etc.), do you think the proceedings would be biased in any way? (Total n=2,002)
Q: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Somewhat/strongly agree, Total n=2,002)
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6 in 10 Americans say they or someone they know has been treated unfairly
In a court of law, increasing to 8 in 10 Black Americans

Black Americans are more likely to note both unfair treatment in court
and surprise at seeing someone like themselves on the judicial bench,
pointing to inadequate representation (% agree)

Majorities of all political affiliations
agree a more diverse bench would

Black Americans increase justice
“I or someone | know have been
0 0

treated unfairly in a court of law” 58% ® /9% We would have a
more just society if
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matched the
diversity of
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Q: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Somewhat/strongly agree, Total n=2,002)
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8 in 10 Americans think the judicial system doesn’t consider the human
Impact of its decisions, and 75% say our courts are taking away freedom

Across political parties, strong majorities feel our courts fail to understand their effects on people’s lives
and need fundamental change in order to deliver justice (% agree)

of their
decisions and the ripple
effects they can have on
people's lives

85% Democrat
72% Republican

Our judicial courts
instead of
progressing.

77% Democrat
75% Republican

Q: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Somewhat/strongly agree, Total n=2,002)
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Our judicial system needs to
fundamentally change in
order to provide unbiased
justice to all

Rather than increasing
freedom for all Americans,
it feels like judicial courts
are taking it away
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Majorities say cost, overburdened courts, political influence, and
Inconsistency are major problems that prevent equal justice under the law

People feel the courts must fix logistical and ethical issues to
uphold “equal justice under the law”

Major
Issue
High cost of legal fees 61%
Overburdened courts 57%
Political influence of appointed judges 54%
Inconsistent application of the law 51%
Political influence of the attorney/prosecutor's office 50%
Racial and ethnic bias in sentencing 48% 2222 gggu‘;ﬁ{fgn
; ; ; ; ; 0 51% Democrat
Socioeconomic bias in sentencing 43% 320 Republican
Mandatory minimum sentencing 40%
; PR ; 0 49% Democrat
Lack of diversity in the legal profession overall 38% 250 Republican
Insufficient and/or outdated technology 33%

Q: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Somewhat/strongly agree, Total n=2,002) | Q: Thinking about how the following would be treated in a judicial court hearing (e.g., state, Supreme
Court, etc.), do you think the proceedings would be biased in any way? (Total n=2,002) | Q: How much of a problem are the following issues in preventing the judicial system from upholding "equal justice under the law" to
everyone? (Total n=2,002)
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Nearly half of Americans would prefer an Al judge over a human one, and
most are hopeful it can solve issues with bias and delays

43% agree,

“I would prefer an Al
judge rather than a human
one in a potential court
hearing”

62% Millennials

61% Black Americans

53% BIPOC

51% Familiar with generative Al

Solve delays

6 2% agree,

“Utilizing Al
judges would
help prevent long
hearing waits for
individuals”

5 1% agree,

“l would rather
use an Al judge if
it meant |
wouldn't have to
wait as long for a
hearing”

Mitigate bias

600/0 agree,

‘I am hopeful
that Al can be
used to counter
the human error
and bias in our
courts”

590/0 agree,

“Al judges would
be more
equitable in
sentencing”

450/0 agree,

“I would trust an
Al judge to
sentence me
more fairly than a
human judge”

Q: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Somewhat/strongly agree, Total n=2,002)
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To learn more about this research, please reach out to...
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Chief Strategy Officer Managing Director Research Analyst
lrodney@harrispoll.com abbey.lunney@harrispoll.com danielle.sumerlin@harrispoll.com

HARRIS POLL THOUGHT LEADERSHIP PRACTICE

A proven approach for building credible and authentic brand authority
Building on 50+ years of experience pulsing societal opinion, we design research that is
credible, creative, and culturally relevant. Give your pitches an edge with custom information
designed by research experts.
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